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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 170070 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR-12 /023 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/W :DVKILLION/TWMSMITH:JWM 
APPROVED BY AF/W :TWMSMITH 

015993 211259Z/43 

O 211254Z JUL 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BAMAKO IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 170070 

FOR AMBASSADOR FROM KILLION (AFAV) 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PDIP, MASS, USSR, ML, US 

SUBJECT: SOVIET ACTIVITY IN MALI 

REF: AMBASSADOR BYRNE, /KIT ,T JON TELCON JULY 20 

1 . PER OUR TELCON TODAY, WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR COMMENTS 
SOONEST ON THE FOLLOWING. DO NOT RAISE WITH MALI 
GOVERNMENT. 

A) IS THERE A SPECIFIC AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR SOVIET 
USE OF MALI AIRFIELDS IMPROVED BY SOVIETS? 

B) WHAT WOULD PROBABLE MALIAN REACTION BE TO EXPRESSION 
OF OUR CONCERN REGARDING POSSIBLE FUTURE USE OF AIRFIELDS 
BY SOVIETS TO SUPPLY OR SUPPORT OPERATIONS ELSEWHERE IN 
AFRICA. 

C) WOULD FRENCH OR OTHER AFRICAN GOVERNMENT BE MORE 
EFFECTIVE VEHICLE TO CONVEY THIS CONCERN? 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 170070 


2. RELEVANT BACKGROUND PAPERS SENT IN JUNE 30 POUCH. 
VANCE 
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